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Dear Member: 


THE ANNUAL MESTING OF THE URBAN LAND INSTITUTE will be held on Jenuary 29, 1943, 
at Washington, D. ©. Ail sessions will be held in the Chinese Room of the Mayflower 
Motel. <A full day's program is being arrenged end will be annownced. The mesting 
will include a business session for the election of new members of the Institute's. 
Board of Trustees. The annual meeting of the Board of Trustee will also be held in 
connection with the general meeting, 


A CONGRESSIONAL PLANNING AND REC SONSTRUCTION SERVICE to plan end prepare for the 
problems of dé of demobilization, fuil tl employment in the post-war period, the reconversion 
of private industry, the maximum utilization of new industrial and agricultural pro- 
Cesses and techniques, and tho cataloging and evaluation of Federal, state, and local 
relief and work relief projects has been proposed in a Resolution by Congressman 
Everett M, Dirksen of Illinois. The preposed Congressional Planning and Reconstruc~ 
tion Service would serve under the direct supervision of a special joint committee 
on planning and reconstruction of Congress, which is also proposed in Congressman 
Dirksen's Resolution. The Congressional Planning and Reconstruction Service would be 
directed to act in a liaison capacity between Congress and the various agencies of 
the executive branch of the Federal Government, It would be authorized to investi- 
gate the post-war programs of all Federal agencies and to propose programs, plans, 
and recommendations to Congress. The measure is known as House Concurrent Resolution 
84, (For a description of two other resolutions to establish Federal agencies in 
“6 field of post-wer planning, 5.J.R, 131 and H.J.R, 291, see Bulletins 6, 7, and 
8. , 


THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REAL ESTATE BOARDS' POLICY CONCERNING THE REBUILDING 
OF CITIES as formally stated this month during the Realtor's Wer Conference in St, 
Louis is as follows: "The planning of our postwar world is of fundamental importance, 
The envisioning of a better world after the war is assuredly one of the war aims in 
itself, The Urban Land Institute is seeking to develop a workable program for the 
replanning and rebuilding of American cities after the war, Such a program will pro- 
vide a cushion in the change from a war to a peace economy and will assure vast en- 
ployment and large opportunities for private enterprise, We bespeak for the program 
the cooperation of all governmental authorities, federal, state, municipal." 


A NEW ORDINANCE aes SS ors PLANNING COMMISSION AN EXCEPTIONALLY 
STRONG POSITION IN THR MUNICIPAL GOV= The commission is directed to recom 
mend each year to the mayor a ceria Saeraiceans budget for the following year and 
a comprehensive five-year capitsl improvement program, The new ordinance also in= 
cludes an interesting provision requiring that "All ordinances or resolutions of council, 
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or acts or orders of any administrative official or agency of the City of Cleveland 

which affect the city plan or concern the plan, design, character, extent, location » 
er use of any public improvement or public vroperty or change thereof, or concern : 
zoning or other regulations affecting or controlling the use or development of land 

or otherwise coms within the functions of the planning commission . .. . before 
adoption and before they shall become legal or binding upon the city, shall be sub- 
mitted to the planning commission for report and recommendation, ® 


U. L. I. Trustee Ernest J, Bohn is chairman of the new Commission and John Howard, 
formerly of the Regional Association of Cleveland, is its city plenner, 


A NEW FEDERAL AGENCY TO MODERNIZE AMERICAN TRANSPORTACION FACILITIES AFTER THE 
WAR was proposed in ina report “of the National Resources Planning Board recently sent 
to to Congress by the President, The proposed new Federal agency would contein all 
present Government agencies concerned with transportation, end its function would 
be to consolidate railroads and other trensportation systems, to construct terminals, 
to coordinate transportation systems, and to encovrage new forns of transportation, 


DO V=HICLE USERS =AY A Zn SHARE Ox a STR ears COSTS 4 The oars. of Investi- B 


a 


and other questions ane to anes aids ay trans naa Pursuant te. a hearing 
on the subject held during the summer, Frederick N. MacMillin, Ixecutive Secretary 
of the League of Wisconsin Municipalities, recently submitted to the Board a supple- 
mental statement on the financing of urban streets which ably points out thet street 
lighting, street cleaning, street drainage, traffic regulation, and the policing of 
streets are all essential services to vehicle users and urges that the cost of these 
services be borne in part by those beneficiaries, The statement submitted by Mr, 
MacMillin on behalf of the American Municivel Association contains an appendix by 
Paul E, Stark, President of the Urban Lend Institvte, concerning the effect of heavy 
treffic on residential property values. 


THE SHIPTING OF REN YORK CITY'S | $38. 000,000 ANNUAL SUBYAY SUBSIDY TO A PROGRAM 
or REVITALIZING T. THS OLTY 1§ BLIG HIED ARS, AS IS “BEING. DI 'SCUSSEI D “BY NEw YOR YORKERS. “Tt sks Ss 
assumed that if transit riders were required to pay ~feres that reflected actual ser- D 
vice costs, $30,000,000 of the municipal subsidy could be withdrawn, Ustimates in-~ 
dicate that land. in blighted ereas, if acquired through private negotiation or con- 
éemnation, would cost about $4.00 per square foot. Good modern housing built in areas 
where population density is regulated according to modern standerds could rent for an 
average of $11 per room per month on a self-sustaining basis provided land costs do 

not exceed more than $1.00 per sauare foot, Therefore a subsidy of about 3/4 of the 

cost of land, or about $3.00 per sovare foot, appears to be necessary, 











It has been suggested then that if the $30, 000,000 of municipal funds now going 
inty vne subways could be used to service at 3% and fully amortize in fifty years, 
bonds issued for the purchase of land, a debt for land acquisition of approximately 
$770,000,000 could be incurred, This would vermit the purchase of isnd costing a 
total of abovt one billion dollars or about 6,000 acres at $4.00 per square foot. 
The City Planning Commission of New York has estimated that there are cbout 7,600 » 
acres of blighted area within the City. The shifting of the subway subsidy alone ' 
could implement a rebuilding program that would involve almost the entire extent of 
present blighted areas provided, of course, that sufficient capital could be ovtained oD 
to construct and operate the buildings at an overall rent of not more than 6%. 








DIC 


rational plans for future development is being offered by a Regional Fund Committee, 
of which Harold S,. Buttenheim, 470 Fourth Avenue, New York City, is Chairman. The 
proposal is to cover the orgenization and operation of a regional council to func- 
tion in a metropolitan area of approximately 100-mile radius and should be generally 
applicable to metropolitan areas. tries should be submitted in duplicate not 

later than February 1, 1943, Further details may be obtained from the Chairman, 

(Hint to prospective contestants: The Urban Land Institute's "Proposal for Rebuilding 
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"THE AMERICAN HOUSE BUILDING INDUSTRY CAN LOOK FORWARD TO AN ALMOST UNLIMITED 
NEED AID DEMAND FOR NEW HOUSING IN POST-WAR AMMRICA", if full use is made of the val- 
uable experience gained under the war housing program, according to Federal Housing 
Commissioner Abner H. Ferguson in a recent address to the United States Savings and 
Loan League. Estimates of a welled-up demand of from 900,000 to 2,000,000 dwelling 
units a year for ten years were cited by Mr. Ferguson, who believes that this unpre- 
cedented demand can be met through expended use of prefabricated houses, and new 
building materials such as aluminum, plastics, plywood, magnesium, and synthetic 
rubber, The three principal objectives of post-war building, Mr. Ferguson said, 
should be to produce improved houses et sale prices substantially below those pre- 
viously prevailing, to develop improved methods for building and financing rental 
housing, and to rehabilitate blighted city areas in a genuine slum clearance under- 
taking. 








A CANADIAN CENTRAL PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION AUTEORITY to resemble the British 
Ministry of Works and Planning hes been proposed by the Province of Quebec Architects 
Association. The proposed Authority would provide technical assistance to local 
planning agencies in preparing for post-war urban redevelopment, slum clearance, 
and transportation improvements, The Authority would also initiate public works pro- 
grams, It would engage in research to develop improved building materials and tech- 
niques and would propose needed legislation and regulations, 


THE OVERHAULING OF LOCAL TAXATION as a part of an orderly revenue system for all 
levels of Government rether than through further legislative patchwork is prominent 
emnong the post-war needs of Americen cities. Taxes on real property which eccount 
for 86.5% of ell property taxes levied by cities, and about one-half of state proper 
ty taxes, will need bolstering by other types of revenue, The problems of real pro= 
perty taxation are commonly thought of as exclusive to the corporate cities, which 
as a matter of fact got slightly less than half of the real proverty taxes levied in 
1941. School districts and county governments receive most of the remainder with 
considereble proportions going to the states and special districts, Consequently, all 
types of taxing jurisdictions, except the Federal government, are directly concerned 
in the revision of local revenue systems, 


Reductions in the cost of operating government can not be regarded as substi- 
tutes for improved revenue measures, However, it is interesting to note thet even 
during the stress of wartime, ways and means of reducing the cost of locel govern= 
ment are being found end avplied, The National Municipal League has announced that 
one of its surveys in a city of 10,000 populetion will show how it can cut $100,000 
a year from its budget "without reducing its overly high salary scale and without 
impairment of services," The International City Manegers' Associetion recently pub- 
lished a list of fifty separate municipal economies or cost ~eductions that are being 
successfully employed in twenty-nine cities, 


A $500 PRIZE FOR TES BEST PLAN FOR EFFECTIVE COOPERATION BETWEEN LARGE CITIES 
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Blighted City Areas" and Outline for a Legislative Program to Rebuild Our Cities" con- 
tain the elenents of a plan for cooperative action on the part of diverse municipal 
components of a metropolitan area,) 


THE POLICE POWER MAY BE INVOKED TO REGULATE SIGNS AND BILLBOARDS UPON AESTHETIC 
CONSIDERATIONS under a decision given by Judge William M. Hargest in the case of 
Commonwealth versus Earl R, Trimmer in the Court of Quarter Sessions of Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvenia, (The Dauphin County Reporter, Volume 53, No. 9.) Trimmer who han been 
convicted of maintaining signs in violation of an ordinance of the City of Harrisburg 
attacked the validity of the ordinance on the ground that 1) signs are not nuisances 
per se; 2) that the ordinance is not uniform; and 3) that the classification of the 
street on which the signs were located is fanciful and arbitrary, The Court reviewed 
the slow growth in law and the right of the community to control offenses to the eye 
es it has controlled offenses to the nose and ear, and concludes with the statement 
that "pesthetic considerations alone, in this day, are sufficient upon which to base 
“an exercise of the police power," 


Municipalities that have been obliged wnder formal rulings to vroceed against 
objectionable billboards as fire hazards, treffic obstructions, or threats to pub- 
lic safety, may feel heartened by this important decision, The decision is also 
interesting in that it woholds different sign regulations for different streets be- 
cause of their different characteristics, The entire opinion of the Court may be 
obtained from the National Roadside Council, 119 Zast 19th Street, New York City. 


Litigation involving billboard regulations has generally assumed that the pro=- 
perty owner's right to be seen from the highway is involved, This concept is the 
subject of a review in a recent issue of the Georgetown Law Journal by Miss Ruth I, 
Wilson of the New York State Bar, Her conclusions are that the right of the proper- 
ty owner to be seen from the highwuy exists only for the benefit of the land and is 
not a personel right of the property owner, The owner of this right, she contends, ~ 
Can not sell it apart from the land to which it pertains, and consequently, only 
those signs and billboards which edvertise some use of the premises on which they 
ere located are based on a property right. Prohibition of billboards that do not 
call attention to the land use of the premises on which they arn located, according 
to Miss Wilson, "would interfere with no right," 


Sincerely yours, 


Vo i / 
Director F a 
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